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CALL TO WORSHIP  (Ps 138:1,3,8) 

 

O Give thanks to the Lord with your whole heart. 

On the day I called, you answered me. 

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

Let us confess our sin, for God has already forgiven us and is calling us to return to the Lord. 

 

Gracious God, have mercy on us, for we have failed to be faithful to you,  

though you have been faithful to us.   

You show us your wisdom, but we prefer to go our own way.   

Our broken relationships with you and one another have created a poverty in us and our neighbours.   

In your mercy, reconcile us to you and one another for the work of justice, peace, and love,  

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer.  Amen. 

 

Friends, do not lose heart. 

When we call, God hears us; when we confess, God forgives us. 

We believe and so we proclaim:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   2 Corinthians 4:13 

 



Psalm 138 

Thanksgiving and Praise 

Of David.  
1 I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;  

before the gods I sing your praise;  
2 I bow down toward your holy temple  

and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness;  
for you have exalted your name and your word  
above everything. 

3 On the day I called, you answered me,  
you increased my strength of soul.  

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,  
for they have heard the words of your mouth.  

5 They shall sing of the ways of the LORD,  
for great is the glory of the LORD.  

6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly;  
but the haughty he perceives from far away.  

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble,  
you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;  

you stretch out your hand,  
and your right hand delivers me.  

8 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;  
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.  
Do not forsake the work of your hands.  

 

REFLECTION 

 

I’m sure you have heard the saying - “Be careful what you wish for.” 

I wonder if you have had an experience where something you wished for came to be.  How did that feel?  

What met your expectation, and what maybe didn’t meet your expectation? 

… 

When I was a child, I really loved horses.  Continual pestering and nagging from me for a horse got 

nowhere with my parents.  Every Christmas I would be sure Santa 

would bring me a horse and I was always disappointed.   

There was an elderly gentleman who lived nearby who had a 

horse for his granddaughter.  Unfortunately, she was involved in a 

terrible accident on the horse and her mother would not permit her to 

ride.  I was fearless and loved a challenge, and I nagged until I was 

given permission to go and regularly ride this horse.   

After some time, it happened that the man who owed the horse 

decided to sell it and I nagged and nagged my mum to get this horse.  I 

am sure as a kid I spent many hours and nights crying over the fate of this beloved horse.  I remember mum 

saying to me I would have to be up every morning before school to ride the horse and care for it but in the 

end, she agreed, and the horse was mine. 

I did get up every day and ride and care for my horse and I remember fondly my times riding. But looking 

back now, I can see how great a cost the family paid for me getting my beloved horse. 



My father had died by the time I got the horse.  My mum was raising five of us, who were still at home, by 

herself.  She worked as a cleaner for the local shire but the money she earnt did not cover the caring for five 

children and rent.  One of my brothers at 16 was an apprentice mechanic, he supplemented mum’s income 

regularly to cover the rent.  I remember now looking back, a local butcher who used to put in extra “bones 

for the dog” with my mums’ meat as he obviously knew how hard things were for her.  And a woman at one 

of mum’s jobs used to give her “soup left over for the dogs” that was regularly our evening meal. 

My horse required agistment which cost, as did feed, and when someone put a stallion in a 

neighbouring paddock and it ran amuck, all of us had huge vet bills for the damage to our mares caught in 

barbed wire fencing.  As a child I was oblivious to the costs and the burden I had put on my mum, and it is 

only as I reflect back, now having my own kids, I understand how hard it must have been for her.  I was 

reminded of the cost to my family for me getting what I wanted when I read our reading for this week from 1 

Samuel chapter 8. 

We remember Samuel as a child, dedicated to God by his mother Hannah 

who had prayed to God for a child.  Samuel lived with the priest Eli and we have 

the wonderful story of God calling Samuel where he responds “speak Lord for 

your servant is listening.”  The word from God to Samuel is a judgement on Eli’s 

family because of Eli’s two sons who were robbing the people and living 

unjustly.  

We pick up Samuel’s story today when Samuel is old.  Samuel has done 

some succession planning and he has made his sons Joel and Abijah judges over 

Israel based at Beer-sheba some distance from where Samuel is at Ramah.  But 

our storyteller tells us that Joel and Abijah are not following the way of Samuel, 

they are out for their own gain, taking bribes and perverting justice.  So, all the elders of Israel gather and 

come to Samuel at Ramah.  The elders are worried that Samuel is old, and they do not want the unjust sons 

Joel and Abijah to be judges over them.  They say they want to be governed by a King like other nations 

around them.  In some ways this desire and the request seems quite reasonable.  Samuel is old, the sons are 

corrupt, the elders want good leadership.  They look around and see other nations with Kings and 

governance that might address the issues of corruption and injustice in their community.  However, Israel 

has a King.  In Judges 8:23 the Israelites ask Gideon to rule over them, but Gideon says: “I will not rule over 

you, and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over you.” God, who delivered them from Egypt 

is their King.  

Our text tells us that Samuel is displeased when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Some of 

that displeasure it seems is that Samuel is feeling that the people are rejecting him as God’s prophet and 

leader. Samuel turns to God in prayer and the Lord tells Samuel something Samuel doesn’t expect.  The 

Lord tells Samuel to “listen to” the people or perhaps rather “to obey” the people.  And this is what God 

says, 

 

“Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they 

have rejected me from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought 

them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they are doing to 

you. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways 

of the king who shall reign over them.”  

 

And Samuel does paint a negative picture of Kingship for Israel.   

 

 



10 So Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 He 

said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint 

them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; 12 and he will appoint 

for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground and 

to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will 

take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields 

and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. 15 He will take one-tenth of your 

grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his courtiers. 16 He will take your male and 

female slaves, and the best of your cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take 

one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of 

your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day.”  
[Emphasis mine] 

 

The people have a King – God is their King.  The people have been released from slavery and have 

been given freedom to worship God with their lives.  One commentator says:  

 

They were a free people, free to live in faith before a merciful, saving God. But a free life of faith, lived in 
the vast and gracious mysteries of God, is a large, demanding life—it is far easier to live small, reduced to 
the visible and tangible requirements of petty gods and tyrant kings. Their leaders, from Moses to Samuel, 
kept trying to get them to live large; they preferred to live small.1 

 

So, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel, the prophet of God.   

 
19 …they said, “No! but we are determined to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like 

other nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.”  

 

Samuel does as God says.  Saul, tall and handsome is 

identified by God as being the one who will be King over the 

people of Israel.  

 
11:14 Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to 

Gilgal and there renew the kingship.” 15 So all the 

people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There they sacrificed 

offerings of well-being before the LORD, and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.  

 

Be careful what you wish for.  The continuing story of the Kings of Israel will show that indeed all 

that Samuel warned them of, and more, came upon Israel through their Kings.   

When Samuel prayed his heart was displeased, he had been rejected by God’s people. The story to 

this point conditions us to see the request for a King to be a mistake.  The people’s rejection of Samuel as a 

mistake.  God doesn’t answer Samuel in the way we expect.  God acts in a way that surprises us. The 

surprise of the story is that God always and only acts out of love for his people.  And Jesus tells us that God 

is not a controlling love, an abusive love, a dominant love, God is a love that reaches out and makes room 

for all kinds of difference and diversity. Samuel was able to pray from a heart open to God with all its hurt.  

 
1 Peterson, E. H. (1999). First and Second Samuel. (P. D. Miller & D. L. Bartlett, Eds.) (p. 56). Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox 

Press. 



Samuel was open to hearing and taking on board God’s way forward, despite the fact that it would cost 

Samuel and God, and in the end the people of Israel as a whole.   

I wonder what might have happened for Israel had the people been open to 

God’s way forward in this situation. 

 

In a book on prayer and preaching, Barth says:  

 

“God is working for his glory and our salvation, and we should profit by this action, not as spectators nor 

yet by assuming the part of indispensable fellow-workers, but by praying and concerning ourselves with 

him and with what he is doing.  This is real collaboration.  He bids us approach him in the knowledge that 

his cause and ours are one, for our cause is embraced by his.” 2 

 

When we pray “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven….” 

 

How might we be oblivious to the cost to others in pursuing our own wants?   

Are we seeking God’s will to be done when we pray, and are we open to the surprise of God answering in 

ways we have not imagined?   

How might we be collaborators with God in the knowledge that his cause and ours are one?  

Can we rest and have assurance knowing that our cause, our hearts cry, is embraced by this God of 

embarrassingly extravagant love? 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Please pray your own prayer in line with the topic sentence where the space is marked [silence]. 

 

Jesus says the church is a house of prayer. 

God, who is in the midst of us, hears us even before we say a word. 

God is waiting to hear from us and wants to work through our prayers. 

 

O God in whose mercy we find refuge and strength, we offer our petitions to you. 

Guide us by your Spirit that our prayers may serve your will. 

 

Hear our prayers of adoration and thanksgiving…. 

[silence] 

Come, come, O Holy Spirit, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear our prayers of longing for God’s renewing life and love to bring healing and hope to the world…. 

[silence] 

Come, come, O Holy Spirit, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear our prayers of the needs of the community…. 

[silence] 

Come, come, O Holy Spirit, hear our prayer. 

 

 
2 Barth, K. 1964 ‘Prayer and Preaching’ (p. 31). London: SCM PRESS LTD. 



Hear our prayers for reconciliation in our relationships at home, in the community and in the church… 

[silence] 

Come, come, O Holy Spirit, hear our prayer. 

 

Hear our prayers for the personal struggles of ourselves, our loved ones, friends and neighbours… 

[silence] 

Come, come, O Holy Spirit, hear our prayer. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours now and for ever.   

Amen. 

 

BLESSING AND SENDING 

 

Our Lord Jesus says that whoever does the will of God is his kindred. 

Go now and serve others as Jesus did. 

 

May the steadfast love of God give you hope,  

the redeeming power of Christ give you courage,  

the abiding presence of Spirit give you strength,  

as you serve the will of God this day and every day.  Amen. 

 

 


