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A warm welcome to everyone to worship today. 
Welcome to our service today.  We want you to feel welcome and to join us for 
morning tea in the hall following the service.  

 

Follow 
 

Following Christ’s call can be hard. We are asked to take risks, 
trust, and step into the unknown. Sometimes, we have to leave 
behind the familiar. Sometimes, our actions may make us look 
foolish. Following God may require us to admit and face our 
fears. Yet, we remember that we are God’s children, and we are 
never alone.  
 
Following God requires us to look at our lives differently than 
the rest of the world may want to see them. We are asked to 
give up what may be dear and act in ways that may be foolish 
to others. Following a call may also be hard for those who 
watch it happen, especially parents watching children stepping 
out into the world to follow God in their own lives. 
 
 
Inviting God, you promised those in shadows to see a great 
light when we follow you. We try to live in your house, to do 
as you ask, to drop our nets and come to you, but it can be 
hard. Strengthen us as we live into our call.        Amen. 
 

  



Epiphany – The Season of Revelation 
The name of the church season that follows Christmas is The Season after the Epiphany. The word 
epiphany means “revelation.” Although we don’t use this word very often, you might have heard 
someone say “What an epiphany!” when they have had an exciting new idea. 
• When was the last time you had a big idea or saw something in a brand new way? How did you 

feel? Did you tell anyone, or keep it to yourself? If you haven’t told anyone, find someone today 
and share your “epiphany”! 

Epiphany begins on January 6 with the Festival of the Epiphany. This celebrates the arrival of the magi 
at Bethlehem. The magi were thought to be earthly kings who noticed a bright star in the sky and 
understood it to be a sign that a new king had been born. They decided to follow the star and brought 
gifts to honor the new king, who turned out to be baby Jesus.  
• What do you remember about the story of the magi? (You can read it in Matthew 2:1-12.) What 

questions do you have about this story? What does it reveal about Jesus? Because the magi came 
from far away, this story helps us to see that God’s gift of Jesus is meant for all people. What other 
gifts from God are meant for all people?  

Just as the magi were amazed to find the king they had been seeking for so long, we too feel the joy of 
Jesus. In our hearts, we can kneel and worship the God who comes to us in Jesus and stays with us 
always.  

• What kind of prayers do you think the magi might have whispered as they knelt in the presence of 
God’s promised one? Perhaps they expressed joy or thanks for the wonder of God’s love in the tiny 
baby. When have you offered prayers of joy or thanks? 

 On the first Sunday after the Epiphany the church celebrates Jesus’ baptism. This took place when 
Jesus was about 30 years old. It can seem like Jesus grows up very quickly as we go from stories of 
Jesus’ birth one week to stories of his ministry the next week, but this is the rhythm of the church year!  

• What do you remember about the story of Jesus’ baptism? (You can read it in Matthew 3:16-17.) 
What do you think is the most interesting part of this story? What is revealed about Jesus in his 
baptism?  

Unlike Advent, which always has four weeks, the length of the Season after the Epiphany varies. This 
year, Easter Sunday is celebrated on April 12. The Season after the Epiphany ends on February 23 
when we celebrate Jesus’ transfiguration.  
•     What do you remember about the story of Jesus’ transfiguration? (You can read it in Matthew 

17:1-8.) What do you think is the most puzzling part of this story? What is revealed about Jesus in 
this experience?  

The church uses more than one color for its worship banners and paraments during the Season after the 
Epiphany. On the first and last days of Epiphany (January 6 and February 23, 2020), white or gold are 
used to represent God’s revelation in Jesus. On the Sundays in between, green is used to represent the 
time of the church year known as Ordinary Time. On these Sundays we focus on Jesus’ call to his 
disciples, as well as other call stories from the Hebrew Scriptures. 
• Look around your church sanctuary during the Season after the Epiphany for signs of white, gold, 

and green. What do these colors mean to you? What colors might you choose to represent God’s 
revelation in Jesus? What colors would you use to represent Jesus’ call to follow him? 

 
 
The Right Time 



I find New Year’s depressing. Another year has ended, another has begun. You are one year 
older; one year closer to your end… Happy New Year! And though we rarely have church on 
New Year’s, the scripture assigned is the appropriately depressing but perhaps instructive poetry 
from Ecclesiastes 3:1-3:  

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a 
time to heal.  

 When Pete Seger set those words to music I thought them beautiful, until I read them in 
context. They suddenly revealed themselves to be terribly dark. After considering the passing of 
time, Ecclesiastes asks, “What gain have the workers from their toil (verse 9)?” What good comes 
of it?  
 Look back on the year that has just passed. There is a time to live, yes. A time to write checks, 
a time to paint bedrooms, a time to care for the yard, a time for conservatives, a time for liberals, 
a time for independents, and a time to die. And with that time, a January wind blows through this 
ancient poem.  
 As we read these words, we are not in Hebrew time, which begins somewhere and steadily 
moves somewhere to its gracious fulfillment. This is Greek time. It is circular, without beginning 
or end. We are not moving forward, onward, or upward. We are on the treadmill to nowhere. 
 The writer isn’t just talking about how time passes. The writer says there is a “right time” for 
every matter under heaven. For example, a doctor told me that timing is everything in diagnosis. 
If the patient comes too early to the physician, the complaint is unspecific and difficult to 
pinpoint. But if the patient waits too long the illness can progress too far and it is too late for 
treatment. The same could be said about the difference between the right time and almost the 
right time.  
 In all things – birth, death, love, war, planting, and harvesting – there is the right time. It is 
beyond us to fully know the appropriate time for anything. God is God and we are not. At New 
Year’s, Ecclesiastes bids us to think of the difference between us and God in terms of time.  
 As a teacher, I have learned that there is a “teachable moment,” that sacred, unknown 
moment when the listener becomes a learner and the eyes light up. The heartbeat quickens, and 
it is the right time. The older you get, the more you see how often you have done something 
right, but at the wrong time. You pushed your children too soon, or you missed a golden 
opportunity, or you jumped forward when you should have stood still.  
 It would be great wisdom to always know the right time. But Ecclesiastes says that it is greater 
wisdom to accept our finite, creaturely status. Too much is outside our ability to control. The 
right time is in God’s hands, not ours.  
 Christmas was such a time. Mary and Joseph didn’t know it as they went about paying taxes, 
visiting relatives, getting engaged, having a baby. But it was the right time; God knew.  
 You and I are not gods unto ourselves. We cannot know the right time. Yet, here is the good 
news: Wherever life takes you in the coming year, the seasons of your life are held in God’s hand 
and by God’s grace. All shall be well.  
 

– By William H. Willimon, reprinted with permission 
 

ROSTER – WANGARATTA – Feb 2nd 2020 



 
Door Elder:     H. Twitt             Vestry Elder:   F. Smith 
Door/Offering:     R&G York/R. Lowe  Flowers:  J. Ambrosio            
Morning Tea:       I. & K-L Grant 
Bible Reader:       H. McKean (Pls check Lectionary calendar in   
foyer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The new six month Worship Plan is now completed. Please take a 
copy available in the foyer. 
 
With Love to the World has arrived.  Annual subscriptions of $20 are 
due or payment of $5 per quarter can be made.  Please pick up your 
copy on the table in the foyer. 
 
We wish everyone a happy, safe and enjoyable Australia Day today. 
 

We remember in our prayers … 
All those directly affected by the bushfires and all who are assisting in 
so many ways.  Please note names will stay on the Prayer List for 4 
weeks unless requested to remain. 
 
MINISTER   Rev Veronica Bradley Ph:  5721 9688 
PARISH OFFICE  Jae Tait   Ph:  5721 6555 
OFFICE HOURS  Mon, Wed & Fri  9am to 3.30pm 
EMAIL    info@unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au 
WEB    www.unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au 
 

Pastoral Care Coordinators: 
Alan Hildebrand 5729 3519; Ann Gaton 0429 866390  

or Myra Clayden 0427 131 

Could all Lay Preachers and Bible Readers please take a copy of the 
Calendar & Lectionary of the Uniting Church Year A 2019-2020 
located on the table in the foyer. Thank you. 


