
ROSTER – WANGARATTA FEB 16TH 2020 

 

Door Elder:      H. Twitt         Vestry Elder:   F. Smith 

Door/Offering:   J & G Kerr               Flowers:           J Croucher          

Morning Tea:     J & S Shearer 

Bible Reader:     F. Smith  (Pls check Lectionary calendar in   foyer) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

On Sunday 23rd February Pancakes will be served from 8.30am 

before Church ahead of Shrove Tuesday. A donation to SHARE 

appeal would be appreciated. Come, eat, enjoy and support a great 

cause! 

 

CROSSLIGHT has arrived and is available to take in the foyer. 

 

Every Thursday morning prayers are held at Veronica’s from 7.30 to 

8 am and all are welcome. 

 

We remember in our prayers … 

Glenys Rufford- Sharpe & family, and the family of Ron Morrison. 

Please note names will stay on the Prayer List for 4 weeks unless 

requested to remain. 

 

MINISTER   Rev Veronica Bradley Ph:  5721 9688 

PARISH OFFICE  Jae Tait   Ph:  5721 6555 

OFFICE HOURS  Mon, Wed & Fri  9am to 3.30pm 

EMAIL    info@unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au 

WEB    www.unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au 

 

Pastoral Care Coordinators: 

Alan Hildebrand 5729 3519; Ann Gaton 0429 866390;  

Jae Tait 0419835852 or Myra Clayden 0427 131 

 

      Uniting Church in Australia 

      WANGARATTA PARISH 

EPIPHANY 5 YEAR A 

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9th 2020 

 

A warm welcome to everyone to worship today. 

Welcome to our service today.  We want you to feel welcome and to 

join us for morning tea in the hall following the service.  

Shine 

 
Jesus teaches that we are salt and light, as we seek to live as 

God’s people in the world. With the Spirit’s help, we offer 

our gifts and talents to extend the reach of God’s realm. With 

Isaiah and the psalmist, we learn what it means to “practice 

righteousness” as we live out the heart of our faith. 

 

We associate the image of light with Jesus, and our 

scriptures on this fifth Sunday after the Epiphany remind us 

that we are a light as we live according to Christ’s example 

and God’s command. The call to shine still challenges us 

today. Where does the world need salt and light now? How 

are we light and salt in those situations? 

 

Gracious God, grant us eyes to see your vision for your 

people. Help us rise as a light, as we delight in your 

commands.  Amen.  

  

Could all Lay Preachers and Bible Readers please take a copy of the 

Calendar & Lectionary of the Uniting Church Year A 2019-2020 

located on the table in the foyer. Thank you. 

mailto:info@unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au
http://www.unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au/


 

Matthew 5:13–20 continues the collection of Jesus’ 

teachings known as the Sermon on the Mount. In this week’s 

reading, Jesus uses images of salt and light as he describes 

what it means to live according to the ways of God’s realm. 

Salt and light are metaphors used in the Hebrew Scriptures 

to describe covenant and law. David and his descendants are 

called a lamp before God. Jesus expands the message. 

 Jesus teaches his followers that they are salt – cleansing, 

preserving, adding flavour; and they are light – revealing 

what is hidden and enabling all to see. God’s reign is not only 

a future promise, it also is a present reality. We participate in 

that reign as we live in God’s ways. Our light should shine 

before others, not so that they can applaud our piety, but so 

that our works can direct others to give thanks and praise to 

God. God, through us, gives light to everyone, to “all in the 

house.” The word translated here as house is the word for 

“the established world” – it is a big house! For Jews in Jesus’ 

day, the law or Torah was understood as the whole content 

of God’s revelation to the people. It was contained in the 

Pentateuch, the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Torah included law codes such as the Ten Commandments 

and many other regulations that governed community life.  

Some of the scribes and Pharisees accuse Jesus of not 

keeping God’s law. However, Jesus is faithful to the law’s 

intent. He came not to abolish the law but to fulfill it. Jesus 

calls us to live righteous lives and show justice and mercy to 

all. The concern of the scribes and Pharisees was obedience 

to God’s law. Jesus’ followers must be just as wholehearted 

in following the intent and spirit of it. for the Christian 

community in Matthew’s gospel is equally beautiful and 

terrifying.  

This worship outline begins a three-week series on the 

teachings of Jesus contained in a collection known as the 

Sermon on the Mount – a radical vision of what God’s reign 

on earth might look like – wholeness for all people. What 

does a reimagined realm expressed in today’s readings call 

for in you, as an individual and as the church? 

 
*************** 

 

Focus for Worship, Learning, and Serving 

 

 This week, we consider how we shine out light into the 

world, and how we are salt of the earth. The underlying 

theme of the texts and worship is that of purpose. How are 

we called to fulfill God’s purpose as disciples? Just as there 

are multiple kinds of salt, are there multiple kinds of 

disciples? There is a social justice theme as well. Shining our 

light and living our purpose calls us to love and serve others. 

Isaiah 58:1–12 has a clear call in that direction.  As you 

prepare for worship, perhaps consider working with your 

mission/outreach groups to launch a church-wide initiative to 

begin in Lent. Perhaps the fast you choose as a group is from 

something tangible, such as plastic, straws, or paper cups. 

Perhaps you choose to fast from behaviour that can increase 

the breach in the earth, rather than restore it. This is a week 

to deeply consider our purpose as disciples, and how we live 

that purpose in the world. 

 

 



February 9, 2020 – Shine 

Isaiah 58:1–9a, (9b–12) Psalm 112:1–9, (10) 1 

Corinthians 2:1–12, (13–16) Matthew 5:13–20  

  

Something to think about, talk about, or do. You are the salt 

of the earth. You are the light of the world. We see this week 

that disciples of Jesus flavour and light up the world. We are 

created to be creative in how we share God’s love with the 

world. In being salty and light, we are fulfilling the purpose 

of our creation. Taste salt. Why does God say that we are 

salt? Switch off the lights and switch them on again. Is it 

easier to do things in the light or in the dark? Sing together 

the children’s song “This Little Light of Mine” and light 

candles or flashlights. Carry a candle or flashlight out of the 

room when you go. Watch the patterns you create as you 

carry light to the world. 

 

**************** 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS 

 

Youth Group commenced with a pancake/games/registration 

night. Our numbers remained the same as last year with 6 

members.  The young people are excited about inviting their 

friends and we look forward to numbers growing in the 

future. 

Anne and veronica appreciate the strong support of the 

volunteers and their generosity with their time, skills and 

creativity. Please continue to pray for our volunteer leaders 

as we endeavour to provide a safe environment for some of 

our most vulnerable young people. 

******** 

 

WEBSITE The new website has gone live. Thank you to all 

the people who provided feedback. We understand some of 

the photos aren’t recent. We are endeavouring to find more 

suitable photos. The site will be regularly updated and we 

appreciate your patience as we work through this process. 

Our website address is 

www.unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au 

 

******** 

Sadly, we announce the passing last week of Edith Johnson 

and Ron Morrison. 

Edith’s funeral will be held tomorrow, Monday 10th February 

at 10.30am, at Mason Park Funeral Home. 

Ron’s funeral will be held in our Church on Friday 14th 

February at 10.30am, with refreshments here to follow. 

 

******** 

http://www.unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

      1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

Eldorado 9:30am 
 

Wangaratta 

9:30am & 5pm 
 

Whitfield 10am 

 

  

Unity Singers Illoura 

10.30am 

Ecumenical 

Refugee Network 

10am 
 

PALS 2PM 
 

Youth Group 

5.30pm 
  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 

Wangaratta 

9:30am 

Whitfield  

to 

Greta 10am  
 
 

 

 

Property and 

Finance 

Committee 

5pm 
 

 

Rangeview 11am  
 

Op Shop AGM 

10am 

 

St John’s 10am 

 

Youth Group 

5.30pm 

Funeral -10.30am 

 

 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Eldorado 9:30am 
 

Wangaratta 

9:30am 

Mainly Music 

10am 

Church Council  

7:30pm 
 

Illoura 11am 

 

Youth Group 

5.30pm 

Social Justice 

Meeting 2pm 
 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Transfiguration Sunday 

8.30am Pancakes!! 

Greta 10am  

Wangaratta 

9:30am 
 

Worship Team Meeting 

after morning tea 
 

 

Mainly music 

10am 

 

SHROVE 

TUESDAY 

 

UCAF 

1:30pm 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Wangaratta 

5.30pm 

 

Youth Group 

5.30pm 

 
 

Knitting Group 

 9-12 noon 


