
ROSTER – WANGARATTA FEB 23rd 2020 
Door Elder:      H. Twitt         Vestry Elder:   F. Smith 
Door/Offering:   K & D Fleet        Flowers:           E. Dinning          
Morning Tea:     L. Schubert 
Bible Reader:     H. Miles  (Pls check Lectionary calendar in   foyer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 23rd February Pancakes will be served from 8.30am 
before Church ahead of Shrove Tuesday. A donation to SHARE 
appeal would be appreciated. Come, eat, enjoy and support a great 
cause! 
 
Every Thursday morning prayers are held at Veronica’s from 7.30 to 
8 am and all are welcome. 
 

We remember in our prayers … 
Eileen Dinning, Glenys Rufford- Sharpe & family, and the family of 
Ron Morrison. Please note names will stay on the Prayer List for 4 
weeks unless requested to remain. 
The service for the celebration of the life of Ron Morrison was held 
on Friday. Thank you to Carl Clayden and Rosemary Steele for their 
contributions in farewelling Ron from our congregation. Thank you to 
all those who provided food and for the ladies who so graciously 
served in the kitchen. 
 
MINISTER   Rev Veronica Bradley Ph:  5721 9688 
PARISH OFFICE  Jae Tait   Ph:  5721 6555 
OFFICE HOURS  Mon, Wed & Fri  9am to 3.30pm 
EMAIL    info@unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au 
WEB    www.unitingchurchwangaratta.com.au 
 

Pastoral Care Coordinators: 
Alan Hildebrand 5729 3519; Ann Gaton 0429 866390;  

Jae Tait 0419835852 or Myra Clayden 0427 131 

      Uniting Church in Australia 
      WANGARATTA PARISH 

EPIPHANY 6 YEAR A 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16th 2020 

 
A warm welcome to everyone to worship today. 

Welcome to our service today.  We want you to feel welcome and to 
join us for morning tea in the hall following the service.  

Grow 
 

We each wake up at the start of our day and end our days with 
routines that enable us to move into spaces of alertness and then 
end with rest.  Between those beginnings and endings, we’re 
given the opportunity to make clear choices from how we use 
our words, what food we will put into our bodies, and to whom 
we devote our time and attention.  We always have the choice 
about how we move into our day. 
 
As worshipping communities, we have our own routines of 
awakening and resting.  We have a language that we share when 
encountering one another, those we welcome, and those we 
serve.  Always, always our words and actions matter. How do 
we find a way to move forward when we make mistakes?   
When we are serving God with our whole hearts, directed 
toward God’s commandments, and following Christ’s teachings, 
we are on the faithful path.  When we live and serve God with 
all our heart, God blesses the growth.  

**** 
God, help us to grow with open eyes and open hearts.   Help 
us to open our hearts to what breaks our    hearts, so that we 
may live with compassion and peace.   Open our eyes to the 
abundance found in Creation, in what blooms and grows even 
against the odds.  Amen.   

Could all Lay Preachers and Bible Readers please take a copy of the 
Calendar & Lectionary of the Uniting Church Year A 2019-2020 
located on the table in the foyer. Thank you. 



 
Matthew 5:21–37 Jesus speaks directly to the crowd about 
topics that might have the attention of the best gossips in 
town.  Words and actions matter, whatever they are. Jesus  
reaches right to the heart of daily living and goes deeper 
with the commandments from Deuteronomy.  From anger 
(vv. 21–26) to adultery (vv. 27–30) to divorce (vv. 31–32) 
to using one’s voice (vv. 33–37), Jesus challenges each of 
us about how we are to behave as a people of God.   There 
is no small standard here. The bar is set high.  Jesus offers a 
measure of equality in the way he approaches these 
teachings, placing all on the same field.  We are each seeds 
planted and given the Law as fertilizer, teaching us as we 
grow into our full natures. Those who judge and those who 
are being judged are equally invited to the table. All are of 
equal value and measure, all with the opportunity to live 
with integrity and wholeness. “Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ 
or ‘No, No’” speaks just as clearly to each of us today.  Our 
words and actions matter, whatever they are, and they 
especially matter to God.  We are bombarded with choices 
and might struggle to make the best choice. We can 
experience decision-making fatigue.  However fatigued we 
might be, we long for blessing and to know we are on the 
right path.  

 
*************** 

 
 
NEWS 
Could UCAF members please think about activities they would 
like to include at this year’s meetings. Thank you. Betty 
Whitten. 
 

Focus for Worship, Learning, and Serving 
 
We long for the freedom to make decisions that enable us to live 
fully, with compassion and purpose.  Many who gather to 
worship this week will not always have the full freedom to make 
the decisions they want to make. We can be limited by time, 
resources, health, energy when we look to ourselves alone. This 
week’s texts call us to expand our view and work together 
toward a common purpose. When we pool together our time, 
resources, and energy as a community, we have exponential 
choices before us.  As followers, we are given the direction and 
ability to discern God’s call as we grow together. Our growth 
further expands our attention to the broader world and our 
creative ability to share ourselves through our time, resources, 
and gifts.  The community of faith becomes God’s instruments 
of love, beacons of hope and healing, and ushers of peace in a 
hurting world. As we partner in Christ’s service to this hurting 
world, we become healed through our participation in dedicating 
ourselves to God’s unfailing love. 
 

 



Blessed are… 
Blessed are those who stay brave and courageous. Wise are 

those who know when to bite their tongue. Blessed are 
those who speak the truth when truth is hard to come by. 
Wise are those who are grateful. Blessed are those who 

choose love. Blessed are those who are kind. Blessed are 
those who are challenged so they may achieve growth. 

Wise are those who pay attention. Wise are those who swim 
patiently in urgency. Wise are those who seek to listen and 
to understand. Blessed are those who listen in love. Wise 
are those who keep the peace. Blessed are those who hold 

hope for tomorrow. Wise are those who welcome all to 
share the feast. Blessed are those who grow in God’s love.  

 
***** 

 
 
 

PALS resumed last Wednesday and we celebrated the theme of 
‘Best Friends.’ We were saddened to hear of long time member 
Ron Morrison’s passing that morning, yet it was wonderful to all 
be together and give thanks for Ron’s life and offer our prayers. 

** 
Youth Group met on Thursday night at the Splash Park and a 
wonderful time was had by all! We were pleased to welcome 
two new members who enjoyed an opportunity to socialise with 
others. It was lovely to share our fun and delicious BBQ & 
salads with others who were cooling off in the park. 

** 
Mainly Music commences on Monday 17th  at 10am.  We would 
appreciate your prayers for leaders and families who will attend. 

** 
The Wangaratta Interchurch Council will be offering an 
ecumenical Lenten study on Monday nights at a local hotel. We 
will share a meal together after the study. Expressions of interest 
to Veronica. Ten books have been purchased. The cost will be 
$8.00 per book. 

** 
The Social Justice Meeting has been rescheduled from Friday 14th 
February to Friday 21st February at 2pm. 
 

 ** 
                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY 2020 
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

      1 

       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 

Eldorado 9:30am 
 

Wangaratta 
9:30am & 5pm 

 

Whitfield 10am 
 

  

Unity Singers Illoura 
10.30am 

Ecumenical 
Refugee Network 

10am 
 

PALS 2PM 
 

Youth Group 
5.30pm   

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 

Wangaratta 
9:30am 

Whitfield  
to 

Greta 10am  
 
 

 

 

Property and 
Finance 

Committee 
5pm 

 

 

Rangeview 11am  
 

Op Shop AGM 
10am 

 

St John’s 10am 
 

Youth Group 
5.30pm 

Funeral -10.30am 
 
 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Eldorado 9:30am 
 

Wangaratta 
9:30am 

Mainly Music 
10am 

Church Council  
7:30pm  

Illoura 11am 
 

Youth Group 
5.30pm 

Social Justice 
Meeting 2pm  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Transfiguration Sunday 

8.30am Pancakes!! 
Greta 10am  
Wangaratta 

9:30am 
 

Worship Team Meeting 
after morning tea 

 

 

Mainly music 
10am 

 

SHROVE 
TUESDAY 

 
UCAF 
1:30pm 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Wangaratta 

5.30pm 

 

Youth Group 
5.30pm 

  

Knitting Group 
 9-12 noon 


